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How can I help my child


working in the


‘Early / First Stage’ of  Reading?

















Common Words 


Child reads the words.  Keep a score and try to get a better score each night.  


Look for a word in a variety of books.


Turn words over.  Keep a score for getting them right… discuss words your child finds ‘tricky’ and work on these the following night.   


Always reward effort (but don’t overdo it), for example, a sticker chart or an extra bedtime story.





Understanding


Read a book together.  This could be a reading book from school or any other book.  If your child comes to a word they don’t know help them to decode it… recognise it as a common word or encourage them to use a clue from the picture(s).  Encourage your child to use their finger to follow each word from the beginning letter of each word. Ask your child questions about the story and/or ask them to retell it.  Encourage them to remember the sequence of events.  (e.g. What happened at the beginning, middle and end of the story?)














Writing


Encourage your child to write with a variety of pencils and pens.  Encourage them to stretch out words and listen for sounds.  Don’t worry if words are not spelled correctly.  It is the process of sounding out words and spelling them according to the sounds they have learned that is important at this stage.





It is important that children learn all of these skills and then use them to read. We use a variety of different activities – e.g., plasticine to make sounds and common words, magnetic letters to make rhyme families/common words, modelling writing to promote discussion and allow children to read words/story/sentence,  a variety of multi-sensory games to help children learn common words.


Home support is extremely important throughout primary school – and is particularly beneficial in the early stages of learning how to read.   
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Common Words  


(Dolche / Fry Words)








These are the most common words in the English language.   These words are sometimes difficult for children to remember and often can’t be sounded out.  We teach children these words by using flashcards, word cards, games, magnetic letter activities etc.


Common words are taught in progressive blocks of 25 (words).





Understanding








Our phonics (sounds) resource is ‘Jolly Phonics’ and our main reading resource is ‘Story World’.  These resources combine to give our children the opportunity to practice their skills of decoding texts and also help them to understand what they are reading.














How can I help my child at home?





Sounds


Phonic Games:  Saying/matching the beginning, middle and end sounds to pictures – e.g.   cat, wet, lip, top, cup.


Pairs/group lotto, bingo etc.  Where children have to match the picture to the word or the word to the picture.





Rhyme


Using magnetic letters – 


(‘Pound shops’ often stock these.)


 make new words by changing the beginning,  For example,    b – at,  c – at,  h – at.














How do children learn to read?





Sounds








When children know all the initial alphabet letter sounds they learn that when some letters ‘sit together’ in words they make a different sound, like ‘oo’ and ‘ch’.  Some of these sounds are:  sh,  th,  ch,  wh,  oo,  ai,  ee,  ie,  oa, ow,  ue,  oi,  ou,  ing  and  ph.





As children learn the sounds they also learn how to blend sounds together to make words.











Rhyme








It is important that children can hear rhymes in words.  We teach children to recognise words that rhyme.  If a child can read the word - book, they may also be able to read look, cook and took.














